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SUBJECT: LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS ARRESTED 
ABROAD 

REF: (A) STATE 147704 (B) BRASILIA 5641 

1 . INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REF B ANSWERS TO REF A QUESTIONS A 
AND B APPLIES AS WELL TO THIS POST'S CONSULAR DISTRICT. 

2. REGARDING THE QUALITY OF PUBLIC FUNDED LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
(REF A, QUESTION C), THIS POST CANNOT MAKE A JUDGMENT ON THE 
QUALITY OF SERVICES PROVIDED TO U.S. CITIZENS. IN RECENT YEARS, 

THERE HAVE BEEN NO CASES IN THIS DISTRICT OF ARRESTED AMERICANS 
WHO REQUIRED PUBLIC DEFENDERS. WITH REGARD TO THE QUALITY OF 
SERVICES PROVIDED BY PUBLIC DEFENDERS IN CASES INVOLVING 
BRAZILIANS, THIS POST UNDERSTANDS THAT THE QUALITY VARIES SOMEWHAT, 

DEPENDING ON THE LAWYER, THE NATURE OF THE OFFENSE, THE SIZE 

OF THE CITY, THE STATE OR TERRITORY, AND THE QUALITY OF ITS 
JUDICIAL SYSTEM.(THE POST'S CONSULAR DISTRICT, WHICH IS GENERALLY 
COEXTENSIVE WITH BRAZIL'S VAST AMAZON REGION, COVERS ALL OR PART 
OF STATES, AND THREE FEDERAL TERRITORIES IN REMOTE BORDER 
LOCATIONS). 
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